Population of Pompeii
According to Wikipedia the population of Pompeii at the time of the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 AD was approx. 35 000.  Today no-one actually lives in Pompeii – the excavated area is a UNSECO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) World Heritage Site. However the population living in the area of the Bay of Naples is approx. 4 million people.  The current population of Ireland is 6 400 000 approx. (Wikipedia population figures quoted for 2012)
79 AD


     35 000 

Pompeii
2010



4 000 000


Bay of Naples

According to the above figures, how many more people live in the area now than then?
To the nearest 100 years, how long ago did this catastrophe take place?
Write the population of Ireland in millions. 

According to the above figures, how many more people lived in Ireland in 2012 than lived in the area surrounding the Bay of Naples in 2010?

It is more difficult to find information on the population of Ireland in 79AD than to find the same information for Pompeii. Why do you think this might be?
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